 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Welcome to our Soul Kitchen, my creative kitchen.

I am Clara.

Thank you for joining us this evening to celebrate the closing of the French Postal Museum’s “Bellyful of Art” exhibition.  Thank you for braving this no-man’s-land security zone on Avenue Gabriel in Paris.  This place is bizarrely situated.  It is curiously appropriate to find ourselves here, hidden behind the French Presidential Palace and the American Consulate, in a “nowhere” land–the original meaning of “utopia” in Ancient Greek—to enjoy together this earthly paradise of Art and Food, with its promises and its satisfactions.

Our Garden of Earthly Delights is the site where we—Isabelle Dufau and I—fulfill our most intimate convictions—that is, when we remain faithful to these convictions, our process of discovery as dancer-investigators allows our self-realization as human beings. 

Our performance revolves around three musical axes:

Kitchen-Refuge: Robert Johnson’s song speaks of the kitchen as retreat.

Love-Kitchen: Ben Jonson’s song speaks of love; only love can quench the thirst of the soul.

Kitchen-Outlet: In “Soul Kitchen,” Jim Morrison’ speaks of the kitchen as a special place to take refuge when insomnia forces you to evacuate your brain.

And Ornette Coleman’s composition Trinity blends together and spices up these different cooking conceptions.

Welcome to our home, our landscape, our place of repose, the land we have promised you this evening.

